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Cover: The oval-shaped terrain at the base of the foothills and below and left of the water tanks is the Shangri La landslide in Santa Clarita, California. The graded tract to the right center of the landslide was constructed in the late 1980s by excavation of 200-foot-deep shear keys filled with compacted earth. An extensive system of subdrains removes water, which is collected in a drainage gallery and pumped to the surface into a storm drain. Seismic stability was the controlling factor in the design. Left of the graded tract and prior to the recognition of the landslide, homes were built in the early 1960s. The stability of these homes do not benefit from the massive alteration of the earth, as the modern graded tract does. Photo copyrighted 2001 by Robert A. Larson, GeoArchives Photography.
